Pat McFadden
BERR
1 Victoria Street

London

SW1H 0ET

Thursday 8 November

Dear Pat,

Re: Proposed Closure of Habrough Post Office
I am writing on behalf of the residents and Parish Council of Habrough village, North East Lincolnshire with regard to the proposed closure of the village post office.

As the Member of Parliament that represents the village of Habrough I feel compelled to set before you the case for not closing the post office
I have consulted the Post Master, Paul Chatterton, the Parish Council and residents about the closure. Everyone I have spoken to wants the post office to stay open. From the consultation and my own knowledge, I would like to draw your attention to the following points:
· The nearest post office, should Habrough close, would be in Immingham 2.5 miles away. Public transport links to Immingham are infrequent and unreliable. The only daily (Monday to Friday) return service from Habrough to Immingham leaves at 8am and does not return until 6pm. There is an additional daily service from Habrough to Immingham that leaves Habrough at 9.11am. However, there’s no return service. The only two week days that there is a return service for the 9.11am bus is Wednesday and Friday. This demonstrates how difficult it would be for people to get to the post office in Immingham.

· Many of the residents are elderly and unable to drive or walk the distance to this post office. It would mean a five mile round journey on foot and relying on public transport could take up an entire morning for a five minute transaction.


The road in question is a busy one which often has heavy goods traffic powering down it. There is a foot path but the HGVs often have to go on to the verge to pass one another on this narrow road. It is not a safe route for elderly people or parents with children in buggies to have to walk irrespective of the distance.


By rail the nearest post office is in Grimsby, 12 miles away and an expensive option. Moreover, a post office 12 miles away is not local.


The post office is part of the village store and an integral part of the village community. Although the owners intend to keep the shop open, there is a very real possibility that without the income from the post office this will not prove viable. Therefore the village would lose two key services.


The village will lose its only cash point.


Other residents have pointed out that the post office/ shop is where the local GPs send medicines for their patients who are unable to travel to collect them. If the shop were to close this would be another service lost to the village.


The post office is not just a business and should not be viewed simply in terms of its viability. It performs an important social function in the village, it is a focal point and meeting place.

The village is currently undergoing refurbishment of its village hall and church in an effort to draw people back to the community. It would be a severe blow, after all this hard work and fundraising to have what has been renewed undermined by the removal of something else.

The village already has experience of being without a post office when the post office was closed a few years ago. The result was social isolation for the elderly and vulnerable increased in this period. As the member of parliament, many elderly people contacted me during this period to explain the difficulties they were experiencing in accessing postal services in Immingham.
I give my full support to the residents of Habrough village and request that you seriously consider the points raised above.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require further information of clarification.

Best wishes,
Shona McIsaac

Labour MP for Cleethorpes

